The Fine Line of Being a Boss and
Friend
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A lot has changed in the workplace since your father spent his 30 years being a
company man. It used to be that bosses were just that, bosses. They commanded
respect, called all the shots, were imposing and held your livelihood in their
hands. The boss was the last guy you wanted to piss off.

While some things remain the same, there’s a lot that’s changed too. Sure, the
boss is still the person in charge. But, if you're in a position of leadership, you've
probably realized that how you go about your business and interact with the
people you manage is vastly different from the model of old. Instead of barking
orders, handing out disciplinary actions and leading by fear, you now have to play
the part of mentor, friend, confidant and communicator. If it sounds like you have
to be both a boss and friend in order to be an effective leader in the modern
workplace, it’s because it’s true.

Honesty

If you think about your closest friends, it’s expected that you're honest with each
other. The same goes for your relationships at work. If an employee isn’t making
the grade, they need to know. Keep in mind that when you deliver constructive
criticism, you need to both be tactful and not beat around the bush. Your
employees want honesty and transparency and it’s your job to deliver it.

The same holds true for communicating with employees when they go above and
beyond. If you notice someone performing exceptionally well, by all means let
them know. At the end of the day, your expected to be candid with your feedback
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both positive and constructive.

There’s No “I” in Team

You're the one in charge, that’s a fact. But guess what? You're in charge of a
team. In order for your organization perform optimally, it has to be a total team
effort. That means creating the space for everyone’s voice to be heard in the
decision-making process. When issues arise, it’s imperative that you solicit
feedback from everyone. Sure, some people’s ideas won’t be realistic, but the
mere fact that they had a chance to be heard means the world and also helps
them get on board with the final decision. At least they were heard.

Hang Out

There’s an ongoing debate about crossing professional lines when it comes to
socializing and recreating with colleagues. The old guard maintains that work
should stay at the office while the new school of thought encourages social
interaction outside the office. While there’s no defined line, studies have shown
that engaging with your colleagues in a relaxed environment humanizes the
experience and can actually be a catalyst for innovative ideas and candid
conversations without fear of reprimand. So, maybe that Friday happy hour isn’t
such a bad idea after all.

BUT, the terms change when it comes to social media. It’s absolutely fine to
endorse someone for a skill on LinkedIn. However, overly engaging and Facebook
and Instagram is never a good idea. First, doing so can be seen as an invasion of
privacy. Second, if you're the boss that “creeps” or “pries,” you liable to stir a
hornet’s nest and open yourself up to all sorts of negative accusations and
outcomes. It can become an HR nightmare.

Keep it Professional

We’ve all heard stories about working relationships becoming more... And by
more we mean romantic. Though it goes without saying, this is something that’s
worth repeating. Even if there’s an energy, mutual attraction, shared interests or
whatever, mixing work with pleasure is never a good idea. The conflicts of
interest, propensity for office rumors and not to mention people’s lives are at



stake. So please, don't let interoffice romance ruin your career or someone else’s.

Be Supportive and Empathetic

Everyone that works for you is human. And with that experience comes hard
times on occasion. If someone on your team is going through a tough divorce, the
loss of a loved one or any other personal struggle, you need to be there for them.
Maybe you're the only one they can talk to in a moment of need. Just the simple
act of listening can be more meaningful than you might think.

If someone you manage comes to you and asks for help or advice, it’s your duty to
assist however you can. Not only is it the decent thing to do, it can often be the
difference in the employee continuing to perform or not making the grade, or
even deciding to stay with the company or look for other opportunities.

It’s a fine line you’'re going to have to walk as a leader. The line between boss and
friend. There’s no plug-and-play formula that shows you exactly how to do it. With
that being said, if you make a conscious effort to stay within professional bounds
while showing everyone on your team that you’'re a human just like them, your
entire organization only stands to benefit.

How to Deal with Difficult
Employees
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If you're in a position where you manage an entire department or even just a
small team you've certainly had to deal with a bad egg or two. Whether the
individual wasn’t a good fit with the company culture, chronically showed up late
or had problems with authority, you had to deal with them somehow. Though it’s
never a fun experience, it’s a reality that every manager is going to have to deal
with at some point.

Sadly, many managers let these people hold them captive because they are afraid
to take action of any kind to either correct a behavior or dismiss the employee if
that is what is necessary. This hesitation can have negative consequences for both
you and the people you manage. In order to keep that from happening we’ve laid
out the best ways to deal with difficult employees below.

Effective Feedback

Quality feedback, even if it is critical, is essential for handling employees that
aren’t performing up to standard. Where most managers spend weeks, months
and even years complaining about employees and nothing else, good managers
are willing to have difficult conversations and provide honest feedback if there
are issues that need to be addressed.

How you go about providing this feedback is what makes all the difference
though. Screaming, yelling and personal attacks only serve to add fuel to the fire
and usually put the subject employee on the defensive. If you find yourself in a
position where you're left with no choice but to have a difficult conversation with
an employee, make sure you do so in a way that doesn’t put them on the defensive
and gives specific information on how they can improve.

Document Everything

If you're faced with having to reprimand an employee or even let them go, you're
going to need documentation of behavior that provides grounds for disciplinary
action. In addition to writing down detailed accounts of incidents that happened,
you’ll need specific dates, times and names of people that were witness to the
behavior as well. While you might feel like you’re being too negative about an
employee by writing everything down, you have to realize it’s the prudent thing to
do.



Listen

If you're frustrated with someone you manage it’s easy to lose sight of what’s
really going on. You might find yourself blinded by irritation, the seemingly
hopeless state of the situation and the thoughts you already have in your head
about the person.

When the time comes to sit down with this employee it’s vitally important to be in
a space where you're able to see things through their eyes. The reality is that
your only chance of finding a solution is having a clear understanding of situation
in its totality; that includes the perspective of the employee.

When you actively listen to someone, you'll often be surprised about what you can
learn. Maybe the employee is having problems outside the office and you can
recommend a place to go get help. Maybe you were unaware of some legitimate
concerns they have that need to be addressed. Perhaps all this employee needed
was just a chance to be heard and voice their opinion.

Be Clear and Consistent

You should create a plan of action for the employee to correct their issues and
also ask for their input on what they are willing to do to fix it. This will get better
cooperation from the employee if they have a say in the plan. When you set
expectations make sure they are ones you can stick to as well. If you expect
someone to perform a certain task by a certain time you have to hold them to it. If
you hold employees to expectations sometimes and other times you let things
slide, you send mixed signals and the results can be devastating for your team or
organization.

Don’t Be Afraid to Set Consequences

If you've worked through the proper channels of trying to be proactive and
nothing seems to have changed, it might be time to make some consequences
known. The conversation might be something like the following.

Manager: “We identified (issue) a while back and but we haven’t seen much
improvement. I still believe you can turn this around, but we are at a point that if
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things aren’t better by (specific date) than we won’t have a choice but to (write
you up, cut your hours, let you go, etc.).”

When people are faced with tangible consequences that could affect them
negatively it’s often the motivation they need to change. If not, as a manager you
can rest assured you gave this person a fair chance.

Stay Professional

When you're frustrated with an employee it’s human nature to think negatively of
them. You're going to be tempted to gossip or vent to your colleagues but that’s
the worst thing you can do. When you disrespect people behind their back you
foster an environment of distrust and pollute other peoples’ perception of the
troubling employee. Simply put, avoid this type of behavior at all costs.

Be Courageous

As a manager, you've assumed the responsibility of making tough decisions.
There’s nothing fun about having to fire someone but sometimes you're left with
no other option. When you get to this point, don’t put it off, don’t make someone
else do it and make sure you do it as professionally you can. Even though you're
sure to feel bad, you have to remember you're doing the right thing and your
team or organization will be better off.

No one is going to deny that dealing with difficult employees isn’t any fun. As a
manager though, this is part of your job. How you handle these tough situations is
what makes all the difference. If you do nothing and continue let problems
persist, you'll be causing yourself undue stress and you risk sabotaging your
teams’ morale and productivity too. You may even lose your best employees if the
problem is allowed to persist. Instead, if you employ some of the strategies listed
above, you’ll set yourself up to handle these situations proactively and
professionally in a way that is best for everyone involved.




How-To Manage Different
Personalities in the Office

Managers have more responsibility than overseeing project scope and client
delivery. People Management can be the hardest tasks on a manager’s job
description.

Every employee is different. Successful managers recognize employee strengths
and different types of communication required. This is not an easy task. You must
first understand the different personality types.

According to Gallup’s State of the American Manager: Analytics and Advice for
Leaders report, there are 6 types of personalities.

Personality Types

Judging

Judgers want work to be neat, orderly, and established. They want the workplace
to be predictable.

Perceiving

Perceivers are more openminded than judgers. They can change to your office’s
situation and respond well to unpredictable events.

Extraversion

Extraverts are lively, energetic, and always looking for ways to interact with other
coworkers. Extraverts are often involved in brainstorming sessions and work well
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with others.
Introversion

Introverts are the opposite of extroverts. They would rather perform tasks by
themselves. They are independent, reserved, and focused.

Thinking

Thinkers are the analytical employees in the office. They will think of how to
improve projects and are detail oriented. Thinkers are often experts in a single
field.

Feeling

Feelers are the opposite of Thinkers. A Thinker is compassionate, warm, and
supportive. They often go out of their way for other employees. Their motivation
is often for people, rather than facts.

How-To Manage Different Personality
Types

The first step is to assess, not assume. View every new hire as a blank slate. After
you discover their personality type, you will be better able to manage for each
employee’s strengths and talents.

Some simple way to gain some insights as to their personality type is to ask them
to describe a job or project that they really enjoyed, and ask them what
specifically made it such an enjoyable experience. You can also ask the opposite
question of a job or project they enjoyed the least and what made it so terrible.
Their answer will give you clues as to what is most important to them and how
best to manage them.

The Meyer Brigg’s Personality test can provide a more accurate depiction. Speak
with Human Resources to discover if testing is available for your employees.

Managers are the backbone of the company. Make it clear that your employees
are all working toward a common goal. You may need to reassign your employee’s
tasks for their strengths. Doing so, might be timely but will contribute to the
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success of the project.

By narrowing down your employee’s strengths, they will feel more successful and
appreciated. Everyone wants to feel appreciated. Your team could work harder for
you which increases productivity. Do not punish your employees in public if they
are not achieving their goals.

Learning to manage different personality types can be rewarding and improve
employee happiness and the productivity of your company. If you are hiring, know
what skills you require. As a recruiter, I can help create appropriate personality
questions to find the best employee for the job position.

How-To Build Strong Leadership
Skills

Strong leadership is a learned skill. Depending on the type and size of business,
there are always methods to improve. Whether you are a business owner,
executive, or manager, it is important that you are always analyzing your team’s
response to your management.

The following methods could help you improve your leadership. Doing so can lead
to happier and more productive employees.
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Be a Positive Role Model

Do not expect your employees to work any harder than yourself. Employees often
use management as criteria for their own work ethic. When you are working,
think about how you would like your employees to act. If you are on Facebook
every hour then you cannot get frustrated with employees who are constantly
checking their social media notifications.

Find a Mentor

Nobody knows it all. Find a mentor who has also served as a business leader. You
can seek tips and guidance from their experience.

Encourage Creativity

If employees are given the flexibility to use creative thinking, you may be
surprised by the insight that they can bring to the table. Creative thinking can be
intimidating for many employees. However, new ideas could be what makes your
company unique among competition.

How to Influence Creative Thinking in the Workplace

» Use an “idea first, measurement second” mindset. Eventually your
company must be data-driven but allow flexibility for new ideas.

= Use innovation teams to come up with new ideas.

= Reward employee with bonuses if their idea is used.

» Create a positive work environment so employees feel comfortable
expressing their ideas without criticism.

Study Past Leaders

Most business leaders spend their time looking forward. Unfortunately, some of
your most valuable lessons can be learned from the past. Study past leader’s
successes and failures. After all, history repeats itself.

Great Modern Entrepreneurs to Learn From



1. Elon Musk

2. Steve Jobs

3. Oprah Winfrey
4. Walt Disney

5. Bill Gates

Be Humble

Great leaders admit their mistakes and share credit for successes. If you play the
blame game, eventually your employees will look for employment elsewhere.
People want to feel respected.

Communicate Effectively

As a leader, you probably get very busy. Nevertheless, you cannot build a great
team without maintaining time to communicate with your team.

Occasionally, ask your employees how they are doing. Your employees should feel
comfortable confronting you with questions and concerns.

Strong leaders can build great companies. If you are in a leadership position,
focus on improving your skills to help lead your company to success.

Interview Tips for a Hiring
Manager
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There are dozens of articles on the internet on how to prepare job candidates for
an interview. On the other hand, conducting an interview is just as important.
Hiring managers should be just as prepared with questions, research, and a
positive outlook. Doing so, could help hiring managers achieve a better
examination of their candidate.

The following techniques are essential to prepare yourself for conducting an
interview:

Lack of Preparation

Be prepared for your interviews. This includes:

1. Knowledge of the candidate’s job history.

2. Customized interview questions that are focused on what you need the
candidate to be able to accomplish in the first year to be considered
successful.

3. Make sure the interview team is on the same page about the expectations
of the successful candidate.

You can’t always rely on “what you see is what you'll get.”, or just “winging it” to
attract the best talent. In-person interviews should be at least 45 minutes but
ideally 60 minutes. While this may seem long, you are only viewing your
candidate on their best behavior. If you research their job history and historical
data before interviewing, you may be able to ask more specific questions to
understand the qualities of your candidate.



Arriving Late

Arriving late is one of the worst things that you can do for a job interview. You are
not respecting the candidates time or effort to apply for the job, not to mention
that they are using their earned time off from their current employer to come and
meet with you. You may also be cutting into the time for the other members of the
interview team.

Remember, the candidate is also deciding if they want to work for your company.
If you do not show them respect before they even start the position than it is
unlikely that they will accept your job offer.

Tardiness does not make you seem more important. It makes you seem rude and
unorganized.

Not Asking Relevant Questions

Cater your questions toward the job that you are hiring for and focused on the
main duties you need performed. There is no need to dig into areas that will only
be 10% of the job when time is limited, and instead focus on the areas that make
up the more relevant aspects. You may want to ask them how they would
approach a problem they may deal with on the job to learn their thought process.

Consider These Question Methods:

1. Asking a question according to their previous job history or significant
achievements.

2. Ask a question that doesn’t tell a story but helps you understand their way
of thinking.

3. Ask what motivates them in their work.

4. Problem-solving skills or thought process in evaluating a problem or
project.

5. How do they prefer to be managed and their expectations for feedback.

Make sure each interview question is catered toward their potential position.



Acting Cold or Impolite

It is surprisingly common for employers to treat interviews like an interrogation.
The employer may think that they become more important when they are
intimidating. In reality, acting impolite can prevent your candidate from accepting
a position with your company, especially if that candidate is employed and was
recruited to consider your opportunity, and if the candidate has other offers,
these types of actions can push them to accept the other offer, even if yours is
better.

Think of it this way. Do you have friends that are cold and impolite? Probably not.
Most of us avoid rude people. If we avoid impolite people in our personal lives
then your candidate will most likely also avoid that quality in their professional
life.

Not Selling the Company

Candidates with strong experience are in demand and they are interviewing you
to see if you are a company/team they would want to join. Sell your company so
candidates accept your job offer.

Characteristics to Sell:

Interesting or unique products to work on

Milestones the company has accomplished and what’s next
Opportunities for growth and mentoring

Supporting continuing education and training

Incentive programs and benefits
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Rushing to Conclusions

First impressions can be lasting. Nevertheless, when a hiring manager is
performing a job interview, it is important to keep an open mind. It only takes
seven seconds to make a first impression. Most of us probably don’t even realize
that we made the quick judgement, or that any follow up questions tend to be
asked in a manner to support our first impression. You should note your first
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impression, but don’t draw a conclusion about the candidate until the end of the
interview.

The following are characteristics that influence the candidate’s impressions of
you:

Failing to Smile
Strength of Handshake
Introduction

Clarity of Speech

Eye Contact

Attire
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These tips require some prior thought, but if you do it right you will have a more
effective and consistent interview process and help you end up with a superior
employee.



